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SUBJ: BURMESE SEIZUER OF SEAFDC FISHERIES RESEARCH VESSEL 

REF: (A) RANGOON A-053, MAY 15, 1974 

(B) RANGOON A-058, MAY 17, 1974 (JOINT WEEKA ITEM 4 ) 

SUMMARY: GUB SEIZED SEAFDC RESEARCH VESSEL, CHANGE ON APRIL 7 
FOR TRESPASSING IN BURMESE WATERS. US BUSINESSMEN WHO RECENTLY 
VISITED RANGOON BROUGHT WITH THEM DOCUMENTS OF EARLIER VOYAGE 
OF CHANGI WHICH SHOW VESSEL TOOK OBSERVATIONS WITHIN BURMESE 
12 MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT. BUSINESSMEN OBTAINED DOCUMENTS FROM 
RED OFFICE IN BANGKOK. IN EVENT THAT GUB MIGHT BE LED TO SUSPECT 
USG INVOLVEMENT, EMBASSY REQUESTS (A) INFORMATION ON CHARACTER AND 
EXTENT OF PREVIOUS USG SUPPORT FOR SEAFDC AND (B) THAT ALL DOCU- 
MENTS IN USG POSSESSION RELATING TO EARLIER VOYAGES OF CHANGI IN 
BURMESE WATERS BE HANDLED CIRCUMSPECTIVELY. END SUMMARY. 

1. REF AIRGRAMS PROVIDE BACKGROUND ON GUB SEIZUER OF SEAFDC RESEA- 
RCH VESSEL, CHANGI. CREWMEMBERS PRESENTLY BEING TRIED IN BURMESE 
COURT FOR TRESPASSING IN BURMA'S TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

2. REPRESENTATIVES OF US FIRM. INTER-OCEANIC FACTORS INC., RECENTLY 
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VENTURE. AMONG THE DOCUMENTS THEY BROUGHT WITH THEM WAS A RECORD 
OF AN EARLIER VOYAGE (FEB 16 - MARCH 7) BY THE CHANGE SEVERAL 
OF THE RECORDED CATCH LOCALITIES OF THAT VOYAGE LIE WITHIN THE 
BURMESE 12 MILE TERRITORIAL LIMIT. EMBOFFS WARNED THE BUSINESSMEN 
NOT TO SHOW THIS DOCUMENT TO GUB OFFICIALS. THE REPRESENTATIVES 
SAID THEY OBTAINED THE DOCUMENTS FROM THE USAID RED OFFICE IN 
BANGKOK. 

3. AS FAR AS EMBASSY IS AWARE CHANGI ENGAGED IN PURELY SCIENTIFIC 
FISHERIES RESEARCH PROGRAM, BUT ACCORDING TO ITS OWN RECORDS, 

VESSEL HAD ENTERED BURMESE WATERS ON A PREVIOUS VOYAGE AND GUB 
ACCUSES IT OF TRESPASSING WHEN IT WAS SEIZED. AS REFAIRS NOTE, 

GUB SUSPICIOUS OF VESSEL’S MOTIVES IN VIEW OF HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED 
EQUIPMENT ABOARD. 

4. EMBASSY CONCERNED THAT US NOT BE DRAWN INTO THIS CASE. ANY 
HINT OF US INVOLVEMENT, AS INNOCENT AND INDIRECT AS IT MAY BE, 

WOULD EMBARRASS US-BURMESE RELATIONS, CONCEIVABLY HARM US OIL 
FIRMS' CHANCES IN BIDDING FOR BURMESE OFF-SHORE OIL CONCESSIONS 
(REF B NOTES GUB'S SUSPICIONS CONCERNING JAPANESE IN THIS REGARD), 

AND JEOPARDIZE CHANCES FOR EARLY RELEASE OF CREW AND POSSIBLE 
RETURN OF VESSEL TO SEAFDC. EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT USG ASSIST- 
ANCE TO SEAFDC ENDED IN 1972, BUT IN UNLIKELY EVENT US IS ACCUSED 
OF SPONSORING THIS VOYAGE, WE SHOULD LIKE TO BE IN A POSITION TO 
GIVE GUB COMPLETE AND FORTHRIGHT STATEMENT REGARDING US SUPPORT 
FOR SEAFDC. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) PLEASE PROVIDE EMBASSY WITH BACKGROUND 
ON RED OR OTHER USAID SUPPORT FOR SEAFDC, DATE WHEN SUCH SUPPORT 
ENDED AND ANY INFORMATION ON ANY POSSIBLE WAY USG MIGHT BE 
CONNECTED WITH PRESENT ACTIVITIES OF RESEARCH VESSEL IN QUESTION. 

(B) PLEASE HANDLE ALL SEAFDC DOCUMENTS CONCERNING VOYAGES OF 
CHANGI IN BURMESE WATERS IN HIGHLY JUDICIOUS MANNER. 

OSBORN 
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